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or Defence of our dayes, againſt the 
vaine murmuriags & complaints of magie: 
Wherein is plainly proued, that our 
dayes are more happie & bleſſed 
than the dayes of our 
forefathers. 


& Ul In thelatter dayes, Iwill powre out my ſpirite on 
19 { all flech. locl. 2. 


In the Evening , it ſhalbe light. Zachar.1 4.7.8.9. 
2 The Goſpel! ſhal be preached thiutign all the 


world, for a witneſſe rnto all Nations; and then OY * * 
ſhall the ende come. Math. 24; 2 
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To the right worſhipfull, Sir Anthonie 
Thorrold Knight, and to the vertuous Ladie 
Anne Thorrold his wife: Francis Trigge wiſheth 
this yeare with manie others, proſperous & 


ioyfull in this world,& in the world 
to come, life euetlaſting. 


IE? Eeing provoked (right werſhipfull) by I 
[as your manifold curteſies at all times ſhe- 


K ved to my mother & mee. Leſt I ſhould 
( ſeeme ingratefull ( which of all ſinnes, 

35 both towardes God and amongeſt men, 

e Iaccomprt the greateſt) Iwas euen en- 

| N forced to ſhewe my ſelte thankfull vnto 

w IEF EX your worlhips. And whereas at this time, 
euetie one, doe not onely in wordes but alſo in deedes, with , 
their preſents & gifts, ſhewe ſome ſigne and token of this their 
thankefulnes : Euenſol alſo, out of my imple garden, haue 
choſen a handſull of Flowers, as it were a Noſegay ( the beſt 
preſent I could get) to offer vnto you: In the witch, although 
ſome of the flowers perchaunce ſhal ſeeme rough, and to haue 
ſome prickes, yet I ttuſt( as the Gilliflowet and the Roſe) they 
ſmell ſweete, that is, taſte of trueth: being grounded on the 
vndoubted trueth of Gods worde. 

The which I haue intituled, A defence of our daies, againſt 
the murmurings and complaints of manic : Then the which 
murmuring and complaining we haue no one ſinne amangſt 
vs more common: nor anic one more odious to the Maieſtie 
of God, which ſtoppes his bleſſings from vs, & yearely, in my 
judgement pulles his heauie wrath and plagues vpon vs: For 
amongſtthe old Iſraelites, after their departure out of Egypt, 
this ſinne was almoſt continuall, and daily among them:they 
were neuer content: they (till found fault with ſomthing, They 
either lacked water, or victuals, or Quailes : or their enimies 
were too mightic for them, or Moſes & Aaron tooke too much 
vpon them. And by this meanes, thoſe 40 yeares they angred 
the Lord, and prouoked the holie one of Iſrael ( as flier the 
Pſalmiſt,) And S. Paul by their examples giues vs a leſſon: Be , Coe. 
not murmurers (ſaith he) as ſome of them were, and were de- 
ſtroyed of the deſtroyer, Thusto murmure or complaine, we 
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The Epiſtle. 


aceompt but a ſmell thipg,& almoſt no ſin at all: But behold; 
it is a deadlie ſinneſt bringetli death, ynnaturall &+nrimelic 
euen of the deſtroyet. And ſurelie 1 ſedre mee, this one thing 
hath cauſed the vntimelic deathes of manic of our riche men 
this laſt yeare: When as God had ſent them plentie of corne, 
yet they were not content,they would hurd vp their old, They 
would ſaie, it wil be deare (til): nay they would deviſe how to 
make it deare. They would complaine of much ſtrawe & little 
corne, and ſo no dovb: they angred the Loxde God with theſe 
hurdings vp & mutmutings: and euen ſhortencd their one 
daics. For we are all taught this generall leſſon by our doctor 
& malter S. Paul: In all chings giue thanks: And againe, do al 
things without murmurings & teaſonings. And Dauid ſhewes 
vs the taike & ſpeaches of Gods ſervants : They ſaie alwaies, 
the Lord be praiſed. And S. Paul hiimſelfe, not onlie by word of 
mouth, but by his own example teacheth vs this leon, who 
going vpto leruſalem, and as he vent by the waie, ceriaine 
Prophets tolde him, that of a trueth he would be hardlie wel- 
comed thither, & that he ſhould be bound & impriſoned who 
neuer grudged at ſuch hard tydings, but ioyfulſie aunſwered: 
The Lords wil be done, I am not readie to be bound, but to die 
for the Lord leſus. And Eecle ſiaſticus giueth ys this counſel: 
Heatken vnto me O ye holie children, & bring foorth fruite as 
the Roſe that is planted by the brookes of the field, and giue 
you a ſweet ſmel, as incenſe, & brings forth flowers as the Ly- 
lie, & giue a ſinell, & ſing a ſong of praiſe Bleſſe the Lord in al 
his works. This is a ſweet roſe vnto the Lord, cuen at Chriſſyd. 
This is the ſweete frankinſence that the Lord delightes in. This 
is the pure white Lyllye flower. And none may ſaye, hat is 
this ?wherefore is that? At all times convenient, they (hall al 
be ſought out. We ſhall one day perceiue that all the workes 
of G od, euen our greatfluddes, our yll ſeede forrowes, our 
reat indes, out weete harueſtes, ſhall tende to the ſaluation 
of our ſoules, though they diminiſh the gaine of our purſes. 
Therefore let vs not ſaie: Oh what a weather is this? Oh what 
a harvell is this: But rather, the Lord be praiſed, who ſendeth 
this. The booke of the wilſedom ofSalomon,in the firſt Chap. 
ter tea heth vs the ſame leſſon , as à chiefe and principall 
point of wiſedome. Theeare of Ielouſie heareth all thinges, 
and the noiſe of the grudgings , ſhall not be hidden. Therefore 
beware of murmuting which profiterh or auaileth nothing. 
See 
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See what great reaſons Salomon alledgeth, that wee ſnouid be- 
ware of this murwuring, He compares God to an earneſt louer, 
which cannot abide his giftes , his tokens to be founde fault 
withall. The Lord markes our words & geltures, when he ſends 
vs taine, v indes, faire weather, how we take theſe his tokens. He 
tryes vs whether we loue him or not. If we frowne when we re- 
cciue them, it is a ſigne wee loue him not perfectly in deede, 
A true anda faithfull louer will receiue anie thing, and that 
checrefully at his lauers-handes : So ought wee to doe at Gods 
bandes. Secondly, all our murmurings and complainings a- 
uaile nothing, they make rhe weather neuer the better, thete- 
fore they are in vainc. Beware therefore of vaine murmuring 
and complaining, The Lorde,when as wee our ſelues deterue to 
be drowned withthe olde worlde, for deſpiſing not Noah the 
eight preacher of rightcouſnes, but eue eight (core:He drownes 
our Haye & our paſtures, when as we our ſelues deſerued to be 
deſtroyed with thoſe ſame couetous Gergeſites: For deſpiſing 
his Goſpel, & making light account of it. He killes & deſtroyes 
but our ſw ine. He rottes our ſheepe. When as the Axe be ing laid 
long agoe to the roote of the tree by manie Iohn Baptilts : who 
preach vnto vs euen his yerie commiſsion & preaching (Repent 
for the kingdom of God is at hand.) And we waxing every yere 
worſe and worſe, deſetue quite to be cut downe: he doth by his 
ſharpe indes, of warres & taxes, but pluck of our leaves, pinch 
our purſes. And ſhal we complaine : or not rather commend, & 
extoll this grcat goodnes of our God: and finde fault withour 
ſclues,and ſay with David , in the like caſe being plagued for 
— people: Loe, it js I that haue ſinned, & — haue 
done wickedly, but ihoſe ſheepe,what haue they done: Let thy 
hand I pray thee, be againſt mee and againſt my fathers houſe. 
Thus we ought in all theſe externall plagues & punithments of 
the Lord, to find fault with our ſelues, and to ſaye, that wee haue 
deſerued euen the ſame plagues, & not to find fault withthoſe 
indgements of God, which arc far leſſe then we haue deſerued. 
And yer ſurelie amongſt vs in theſe daies, no fin more cõmon. 
We ſhal come in no place, we ſhal talke with no man, but we ſhal 
finde him complaining, or grieued with ſomewhat, The gentle- 
man, he complaines, all things are deate, & money ſkant, & his 
charge great: which dearth in'trueth, him ſelfe in ſome patte, is 
the cauſe of: For if hee let his paſtures & fermes deare,he muſt 
ncedes buy deare againe. The husbandman he complaines, that 
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corne is too cheape : he is not able to paie his rents & ſcruants 


wages of his crop. The Artificer, he ſaith, there ate ſo manie of 
an — 1 one cannot liue by another: and that he can 


not get his debtes paid, Whoſe prices, without all conſcience, the 
Lord ſomecimes plagues with euil paiments. Ihe ſeruants ſome 
times lack maſters 2 wil do their worke them ſelues) ſome 
lack wages,ſome victuals. So that from the top to the toe, no 
part is free : euerie one is grieued, euerie one complaineth. So 
that this plaiſter is verie neceſlarie, the diſeaſe being ſo general, 
& dangerous. Therefore I conclude with our laſt weekes leſſon 
out of S. paules Epiſtle to the Philippians fit for our times: The 
Lord being euen now at hand in deede: Reioiee in the Lord al- 
waie, & againe I ſaie reioyce : Let your curteſie or gentlenes be 
knowen or manifeſt to all men. The Lorde is euen at hand, Be 
careful for nothing, but in all things, let yout petitions be ma- 
nifeſt vnto God in prayer & ſupplication with giuing of thanks. 
Let vs reioyce in the Lord. who is now our aduocate, our lawyer 
that pleadeth al our cauſes, ſhal be ourIudge , Let our curteſie 
& mercifulnes be knowen to al men,thar we may find mercic & 
curteſie at the Lords hand at that daie: For with what meaſure 
we meaſure to others now. in the chaffe and pelfe of this world, 
ſhal then no doubt be meaſured vnto vs againe, The Lorde is 
euen at hand: let vs be careful for nothing, but in al our needs 
& neceſsities, let ys prale vnto him, and we ſhal receiue. What is 
more eaſie then to aske and haue ? But aboue al things let vs 
giue thankes, Let vs beware of murmuring & complaining , So 
ſhal the Lord, not only this yeare, but euerie yeare,powre Loa 
his bleſsings vpon vs. Thus dehring your worſhips to accept 
this my ſimple gift, praying the Lorde to bleſſe you both with 
his holic ſpitite this yeare & manie others, to his glorie , & the 
benefit ofthis our countrey, and in the world to come, of his 
great mercie, to crowne you with euetlaſting gloric : I molte 


uniblie take my leaue. 


Welborne this xv. of 
Nouember, 158g, 


„ 
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An Apologye, or defence of our dayes, againſt 
the vaine murmurings and complaints of manic, 
wherein is plainlie ptoued, that our daies are 
more happie and bleſſed, than the 
daics of our fotefathers. 


I] Yereas there are manie things in my opini⸗ 
- on, (right wozſhipfull ) in this our age out of 
\ [counle: manie things complained without a 


the reſt, that complaint is verie iniuſt, vneqaull, and againft all 
reaſon : That theſe our dayes are wozle than the fozmer , that 
our times are bnhappie : miſerable : and that the fozmer daies, 
the dayes of our fathers were bappie + verie blefſed, verie calme, 
and p;oſperous . When as this opinion of the common peopls 


to to common amongſt vs. Salomon the wiſeſt that euer was, in gage; 
that one Sermon of his, of the excellencie and danitie, andcome yer, z2.c.7, 


pariſon of things together, wherein he nameth himſelfe a pꝛea⸗ 
cher to all ages and countries : hath with his verdit ( as it were). 
plainly condemned. ®ape not ſaith he: what is the matter, oz 
howe chaunceth it, that the fozmer dapes are better then theſe: 
fo2 if thou ſaye ſo, thou haſt not aſked wiſdome counſaile concer- 
ning this matter. As though be Would ſaye : Wiſdome would 
teach thee another leſſon , that is to ſaye: That things pꝛeſent 
ſeeme alwapes grieuous to men, and ſtrange things pleaſant, 8 
that our owne things, although they be better in deede, to be of . 
none account with vs: and that other mens things do pleaſe vs 
moſt of all. Thus is the nature ot man ever lothing things pze- 
ſent and longing foz things abſent : deſpiſing her owne things, x 
greedie of other mens things: bzagging of things paſt, and ſlacke 
in tyings pꝛeſent: verie fruitfull of vnthankfutnes, 

And not onely Salomon, but Jeſus Chzilt, being the wiſedom 
of God the father, teacheth vs the ſame in his Goſpell . He hath 
ſaid : manie that are firſt ſhall be the laft, and the laſt ſhall be the 
firſt , Our heauenly father will haue his noble Kings, his Pece- 
naſſes , and gentlemen his Conſtantines, dis Theophilus, bis 
dodoꝛs, bis confeſſours, his Partyzes : not onely in the infancie 
of his Church, but alſo in her olde age: = in her cradels, but in 

+ her 
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ber grape haires : not in her time of increafing and flouriching, x 
chining, as at the firſt ſending downe of the bolie Spirit, but alſo 
in her groning 4 decreaſing, and as it were now labouring time 
of trauell under Autichꝛiſt. 

And theſe are no leſſe notable, no leſſe famous , no lefſe vali- 
unt, no leſſe inflamed with the zeale of Gods houſe than the foz- 
mer, And theſe at the laſt day ſhalbe without doubt in mateſtie, 
euen to be reckoned vp amongeſt thoſe firſt. Becauſe his mercie 
is foz eucr,euen the ſame towards his Church. And alſo our Po- 
phet loel doth teach vs the ſame doctrine which did pꝛophecie of 
our times, bpon whom truely thoſe ends of the woꝛld haue come 
moꝛe fully than vpon thoſe firſt Chziſtians which do not live in 
the laſt hour of the dap, as they did, but true ly in his laſt moment 
and minute. J will powze out, ſaith the Loꝛd by that Pꝛophet, in 
thoſe dayes, my ſpirite vpon all fleſh,and pour childzen and pour 
daughters ſhall pꝛopbecie, : pour old men ſhall dzeame dzeames, 
and pour yang men ſhall ſee viſions. And alſo I will powze out 
my ſpirite in thoſe da yes vpon pour ſeruants and maydens. And 
A will hcwe wonders in heauen abouc, and tokens in the earth 
beneath, bloud x fire, and the vapour of ſmoake, The Dunne ſhal 
be turned inte darkenes , and the Poone into bloud befo2e that 
great and notable day ofthe Loꝛde come. And it ſhal be, that who 
ſoeuer calleth vpon the name of the ſhalbe ſaued, Who is 
be which will denye theſc things to concdene our dayes. Che ful⸗ 
filliag of this pzopheſte doth plainly pꝛoue the ſame in our epes:; 
Foz from whence commeth thoſe great ftreames of knowledge, 
of light, ol learning, ol wiſedom in cueryarte,in euery ſcience,in 
compariſon of the fozmer times, but from this powzing out of 
the Holie Ghoſt, Then ſeeing in all other artcs,alſo in diuinitie, 
in the knowledge of tongues, and in expounding of Scriptures, 
this miſedome this light, this knowledge of the Scriptures, this 
gift of tongues this great bleſſing of expounding the Scriptures, 
and pꝛopheſieng, (the which al the Church of God now eniopeth) 
cannot be den ved but to be of the Holie Ghoſt, Wherefoze this 
pꝛopheſie doeth ſtretch out it ſelfe euen vnto vs. This floud and 
powing out of the Holie Ghoft being begunne in the Apoſtles 
time, and being dꝛyed vp with that ferncnt brate of wozldlye 
troubles, i of warres in the Popes tyꝛannie. nowecat the length 
in the euentyde , in this twilight. is burit faoꝛth againe, ardflows 
eth to vs moſt plenteoufly,and alſo wit i great aboundance, This 
we ſee, this let vs conkelle, this we muſt acknowledge, 8 

be 


A Defence of theſe our daies. 3 


Che Yolie Ghoſt is compared to the winde by our Saviour: 
It loueth the coolenes of the ayze : It flyeth from the (coztching 
eate of the Dunne : Pozning and euening, the pleaſant and 
— blaſtes of it is felt and perceiued , And at noone time 
fo; the mot parte it is quiet, calme, and not diſcerned, What? 
that ſame coopling together that followeth, of miracles, of won- 
ders of the Hunne, ol the Earth, ofthe Poone, of lightning, (the 
which our times do beholde, do plainly teſtifie, that the ſame pꝛo⸗ 
pheũe going befoze, doth concerne vs, that that ſame ſtreame of 
the Holle Ghoſt doth reach vnto vs , that it doth water alſo our 
Church. (Vereof thanks be to God foz this his vn ſpeakable gyft) 
the ſkates of our Realme, our Soble men, our Counſellours, are 
moze wiſe : as Dauid in the lawe of the Lozd, and by his laws 
then their Elders, Seniozs, Pꝛieſts: yea, what do J ſay Pꝛieſts 
oꝛ elders, then their doctours , yea then their Biſhops in time of 
Popich religion. Our chilozen are able to ſpeake to the pꝛaiſe g 
glozie of God, farre beyond their olde men. And when as their 
Phariſics,their Scribes and doctours ofthe Law? , are in deeds 
dombe, our infants and ſucklings in age, in compariſon of them 
erye Olanna : And that in Greeke , Yebzewe , and all kinde of 
tongues : When as in that blinde and darke kingdome, this pꝛo⸗ 
uerbe no leſſe olde then true was commonly vſed : Jt is Greeke, 
it cannot be read. Jimothic the poung man, Apollo the Jewe, 
Aquila the artificff, enen nowe in the Church of God, are mozs 
mightie inthe Scripture , can expound the wozde of God mozs 
perfectly : can repꝛehend ſinne moze boldly : can comfozt the af 
flicted ſoule moꝛe fozceablye,then thoſe whome they called Cler . 
gie men, as though they alone had beene the Lozdes : then ths 
Schoole-men, whome they ſo termed , much like the Scribes a⸗ 
mongeſt the Jewes : then thoſe greye haires,4 reuerend fathers, 
of their Hermits, Abbots, Monkes, in all their Cloiſters. Such 


Timothics haue we had berie manie. Some ſuch Jewes: Some Tremclius. 


ſuch artificers in the beginning of the Goſpell , Although they 
do depꝛaue and malictouſly ſcoffe at. ſach young men, andſuch 
wozkemen, But in the ende ſuch which are young in yeares, e 
haue beene trayned bp in ſome occupacion in the beginning of 
their life, that with S. Paul connſelleth Timorhic to doe) hall 
few? them ſelnes woꝛkemen without rep2oofe, rightly deuiding 
the woꝛde of trueth, againſt that great daye ofthe haruef, to the 
chame and confuſion of their ſo manie Pꝛieſtes. Clocrs x fathers. 
Df whome,ifJ helde my peace, their _ f * 
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in the Church of Sod would tcſtifie the ſame. TAherefoꝛe this 
pꝛopheũe doth belong vnto vs: thoſe holic ſtreames flowe vutg 
vs, and al(s they are ours . Yereof are thoſe dzeames, me ditati⸗ 
ons, and reuclations by night of the lawe ofthe Lozd to his faith 
full ſeruants, ta them which loue it, to them which chewe,s as it 
were eate it, to them that muſe in it daye and night . Zhercfoze 
this is an vniult complaint. That ſelte ſame thing and theſe our 
dapes, nature her ſelfe alſo bath as it were ſhadolvco vnto vs, and 
liuely expꝛeſled in the Dunne. VA hat:! do we not ſee in our Sunne 
befoze his riſing a certaine bzightneTe to gee befoze by certaine 
An Hemiſ degrees thzough cur whole Hemiſpheric : and the beames of 
= ” = bis light, as it were ſent befoze , befozr the appeareng and ſce⸗ 
"ets ing ot thebodpe of the Dunne it ſelfe: o trucly, befoze the 
as farrcas riſing and returning againe of Jeſus Chziſt, of that true Suane, 
we can ſee. hefoze his moſte glozious appearing in the Vemiſpherie , oz 
compaſce of his Church, wee ſee it come to paſſe, and doe nowe 
plainlyfeele . Wee ſee the beames of his bzightneſſe ſent be⸗ 
foze , though the whole wozlde , th:ough all thinges , though 
all Artes, thꝛeugh all countries: this light, this bzightnes en⸗ 
creaſcth euery peare moze and moze, wee our ſelucs doc plainly 
perceine this. 

When Wyckliffc and Hus p2eoched, this light beganne, in the 
middeſt of moſt thicke Popiſh darkeneſſe . When Eraſmus and 
Luther pzeachcd, this light was increaſed, as in the tawning, oz 
in the daye bzcake,. When Calvin, Bucer, and Bullinger p2eas 
ched,it was ſpzead farre and wpde , But nowe truelp, all darke- 
nes being diſpecſed, it hath filled all the wo2lde,it hath entred in 
to eucry chinke, it hath lightnecd all the apze . And it cncreaſeth 
euer dape, and is moze bzightcr and clearer , This is a moſte 
certaine ſigne, (as alſo in that materiall Sunne ) euen nowe of 
Chziltes dzawing neare, of appearing in his maicftie, and tan/ 
ding as it were in the laſt degree. And as S. lames ſaxeth , tans 
ding at the dozc: yea,nowe at the verye thzcſholve . And is not 

this the verie true Image of our time? 

O howe happie were were wee,ifwee knewe eur owne good 
things, but w:gare like Iſraell, plainty vnder the governement 
of Moles , both fox Gods bleſſings, and foz our owne blindncſſe, 
bathankeſtlnes,ant murmurings. Pharaoes Egypt, was net 
better than the Wiilverncs: his meates not better than Sanna: 
Bis Leckts not better than the Lawe of the Lozde : The wa⸗ 
ters of Niln*,thcn that, which do wed out of the Rocke: ” bars 
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bonrs of their houſes, than the onerſhadowing of the darke 
cloude : the Toꝛches and lightes of the Egyptians , than the 
Piller of fire which coulde not be put out. But pet, the blinde, 
vnthankefull and wicked Jſraclites , doe net accompt theſe 
thinges ſo? Yowe often woulde they haue gone backe to C- 
gypt againe. Yowe often did they wiſh foz it againe : Yowe of- 
ten in their mouthes did they highly commende it. Wee plainlyr 
are in the ſame caſe ? What good thinges they bad in the ſha⸗ 
dowe, wee haue them in the trueth : What things they had pain⸗ 
tedbnto them, as it were, wee hane the thinges them ſelues, 
liucly giuen vato vs: What thinges they had in their bodyes, 
wee haue them in our ſoules. nd yet wer complaine, we mur⸗ 
mure : wee are not thankefull: wee wiſh foz the fozmer @- 
gypt againe: Wee commende thicke darkeneſſe : Wee would 
haue foure and twentie Egges foz a pennye: Mee haue that 
true Pannah the bꝛeade which tame downe from Heauen, the 
Goſpell of Jeſus Chzift ; But wee had rather haue the fleſhs 
pottes of Egypt, their Egges , and Dnyons ; Oh it was a good 
woꝛlde then wee ſaye. 

Wee haue the armourie of Gods wozde , the Whole armour 

cf God, but wee woulde rather haue Python, and Raamſes, of 
Egypt Pharaoes armozies, Mee haue the Lozde our tower, 
our Caſtell , our defence : but wee woulde rather haue the to- 
wer of Babell, andthe ſtroug caſtels of Babylon. Theſeare 
nowe ouerthzowen amongſte bs, and wee line without wall, 
without Bulwarke : and yet (the Lozde be thanked ) peace is 
eſtabliſhed amongeſt vs: the enimie is vanquiſhed : Pars is 
baniſhed, The Loꝛde him ſelfe ( as hee did the Arke of Noah ) 

hath made faſt the barres of our gates, Noah may buyide the 
Arbe, hee may enter into the Arke , but the Lozde alone muſk 
ſhut it vp, muſt make faſt the dooze thereof , Wee haue 

Ch:illianſufficiencie , as much as wee ſtande in neede ok, of all 

thinges, of Coꝛne, of Wyne, and Ople: although not that 

greate ſupcrfluitie , and great plentic of Cgypt , oz of 80- 

dome. 

But to let this plentie paſſe , they had faſke Paſters, ouer- 
feers, Biſhops, which compe lled them to make S2icke, which 
layde great burthens vppon them: Nee haue ſheepebeardes, 
which doe not tompell vs, but crhozt vs, not to make Tyles, 
to buvlde and mayntayne the Popes Babilon but Pear les of 
the Goſpell , to buyld the Church of r not _ 

| 3 
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our conſciences as thep did, but vnburthen them and ſettle them 


in moſt ſure peace of ſaluation,ofhealth, Without all doubt, all 


the wozkes they did in Poperie,thep were but bzicke, ſo painful, 
ſo hard, ſa colt{y,fit foz the fire: not foz the pꝛaiſe of God,becauie 
they were not commaunded of him. Who will pꝛaiſe that wozks 
of his ſeruants which he commaundesnot : and ſo although they 
la boured and ſwet much in thoſe dayes, they did but make bzicke 
and walh bzicke(as it is in the pꝛouerb) that is,they loſt thcir la- 
bour : J feare they loſt their reward. Mee haue not Pharaces, 
Pꝛinces, maieſtrates, which do burthen their ſubiccts aboue their 
power, not only with rents, but with labours and toylings with 
their bodies: but Moſes, gentle Pagiſtrates and curtcous, which 
like ſheepe by the hand lead the people of God, and fo2 the neede 


-of the common wealth, lay tributes and taxes vpon them, as they 


are able to beare, Which do not lape that tribute vpon our buſ- 
bandmen, as I haue hearde by cuſtome the kings of the Scottes 
doe, that are bound to beare armour with the King a certaine 
number of da es in the warres,of their owne pꝛoper colkes and 
charges at his pleaſure; which do not laye that tribute of victu⸗ 
als of the French men dpon their ſubiects, which without a pen» 
ffon 02 payment cannot rate the fatlings which they haue fedd: 
Which do not cnioythat Tarkilh ſlauerie, where none, no not 
their Noble men can giue their landes to their childzen without 
their P2inces pleaſure : and that vnder charge of Sonldiours, 
ener readie to ſerue in the warres at an heures warning. What 
thould J reckon vp here the tributes and taxes of the Romancs. 
ORauiznus tooke the eighth part of al free men, of al their gods. 
When Cefar was flaine,enery one of fhe Senatours were com- 
maunded to pape fo2 cucry tyle of their houſe, ſire farthings: and 
encrp on? of the citizens, the foure and twentieth part of all their 
g-0ds. Our ſubſidies and taxes are light 4 eaũe, and to be bozne 
withall in compariſon of theſe ancient payments and other later 
eractions in other countrics, We haue not nowe Toll gathercrs 
which lit at the receipt of cuſtome, who as in times paſt, amongſt 
the Jewes, ſo amongeſt our aunceſtours gathered and ſcraped to- 
gether our ſiluer, our gold, their Peter pence, as they called them, 
the firſt frnits of onr Biſhops,that they might carrie them out of 
the Rralme: But which do long befoze giue warning ol our pat- 
ments, and gather them by ſmall poztions , noz do not tranſpoꝛt 
them any where elle, but lap them bp in the Pzinces treaſurie. 


7 would to God we did uot complaine without cauſe. Zheſe be 
our 
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our good things and bor ſee them net, and yet men da complain 

and find fault ,and are not content The greateſt parte of nien 

were neuer fo rich, neuer ſo gentlemanlike parparcd and furni⸗ 
ed with all things, both within and wit bont. J would to Oos 

we did not impoueriſh our ſeiues by vnlawful duping and wea⸗ 

ring offilkes and veluets, againſt all reaſon and lawes,onely to 

ſatiſfic our owne fond pleaſures: and of verie many perſons, fo 

no other cauſe but to follow the vaine faſhion of the wozlv. They 

mult do as other da, t they muT be in the faſhion , although they 

be beggers foz their labours , and greatly offende the maieſtie of 

God, wh3commaunds vs moſt ſtraitely obedience to our P3in- 

ces,and w illes bs not to be carefull fo2 our apparel,and to be ton⸗ 

tent with coueringa, oz happings,as we call them, to coucr our 
nakednes,andnot ſo earueſt iy to ſecke after every vaine faſhion 

of apparell that ſhalbe deuiſed This maketh vs pooze! this tran 1 Tim.s, 
poztethour treaſure out of the Realme, although ſome there be, 1.4. 
Which are pinched of cruell landiozds, And pet all men do tom⸗ 

plaine ofgreat penurie, of great pouertie, of want of all things. 

Bat this want, and this complaint amongeſt verie manie in my 
opinion, is couetouſnes, which will neuer haue pnough, which 

f0ziſheth amongeſt all men, and not truth, ts whom that wants 

aſwell that. which he hath ,as that which he hath not, as the Pht- 

loſopher ſaid truely, | 

But many do lament the pulling downe of Abbayes, they ſa 

it was neuer merie woꝛld ſince : They highly commend their ti- 
beralitie to the pooze : their curtee to tneir tenants , their com⸗ 

moditie to the common wealth: their planting of woodes, their 

ſetting oftrees, I doe nat here extuſe our cruell landlozzcs, our 
oppzeſſo;s of their tenaunts , our pullersdowne oftownes , of 
whome as enery age bath had ſome , ſo our age hath too manic: 

and from which faultes the Abbayes themſelucs are not free , as 

J ſoppoſe, as their granges dar feſtifle , Eut J ſpeake gene-1 do beleve 
rally of the ſtate and condition of our dayes, Jn ſuch great ſcarſi. wee have 
tic of all things , in ſuch a great multitude of people, in ſuch a worte ſtran-· 
great pꝛite o all things : they are nat able to thewe J beleene in de rde 
dur age. ſo great liberalitetowarde ſo manye, as wee haue tryed den here 
theſe many peares next going befoze , and eſpecially this deare * fore ſom 
peare lafk paſt herein England. The which deare yeare truely, 9 re. 
I thinke the Lozde ſent to this our Englande , ane amongeſt ſo — 
many, to the tryall of our riche men, to the gloꝛie oł his name. 

And here in deede, was pꝛaots and _ made of all men. The 
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Lode be pzaiſed foz that his extellent gift, which ſo well diſpo⸗ 
ſed the heartes of a great manye) our countrie , townes , and vil- 
lages, ſent their contributions and collections to aur Citics, 
Dur gentlemen,ſome of them ſent wapnes loaden with cozne of 
their owne to the markets to be ſolde onely to the pooze : and 
that by a ſmaller pꝛice than the common rate was. ©thers 
Which had not ſo good ſtoze of their owne , bought cozne in the 
market, that they might belpe to ſupplye the wantes of their 
pode neighbonrs at home which ſtoode in need, and that alſo by 
an ind iffer ent pꝛice. 

Such buyers and ſellers, our T incolne ſhire, and other ſhires 
adiopning, famous gentlemen , wozthie of cternall memozie, 
bad in that harde time, Then it was woozth God haue mer- 
tie, to belpe the pooze. Then it was acceptable fo the Lo2de! 
Then it was thanke wozthie , when all thinges were deare, 
ſcarce and harve to begotten, Yere was tryall of mercie : here 
was commendation of liberalitie. Mere the pooze widdowes 
myte in the Goſpell : and the little barrel! of Dple and flower of 
the widdowe of Sarepta ſhined and came againe into the wozld. 
Theſe men gaue moꝛe in this penurie , and euen of their owne 
ſcarcitie and want, than ali theſe Ponkes of their aboundance 
and great ſuperfluitte : neither of that peare oncly , but of euc- 
rpe peare, the ſame nowe may truely be pꝛonounced. 

The earth nowe wareth olde andbarren : it doeth not gine 
bis increaſe , as vnder that blacke hoꝛſe in the irth Chapter of 
the Kevelation of Saint lohn, When all things were plenti- 
full: when it was in his. flonrifhing youth : dis vertne , his 
Krenath, his ſozce, nowe decapeth. And as the decaping , va- 
ding, and death of olde men is ſudden : even ſo is it of the wozlde 
it ſelfe , ofthe earth, and ol the Heauens: nowe they all ware 
olde as doctha garment, and are chaunged ſuddenly from their 
olde glozie, fruitfulneſſe and fertilitie Wherefo2e theſe prares 
next going befoze , our guſband- men haue not reaped ſo great 
plentie ot co:ne as they were wont to dor. And vet we all maſk 
needes confeſſe the number of pooze to tncreaſe . Wherefeze 

our liberalitie is ofa wo2ſcll with lob , not of a Barnc ſtuard 
full foz many peares : of the TWivowecs myte, not of thouſand 
thouſandes of unt iſh reuennes: ofthe little Ople of the Wih- 
dowe of Hareptha, not ofthe ſuperfluitic of the Phariſtcs , 
And in this great (carcitie and dcarth of all thinges , in the fro⸗ 
ſen chat itie efagreat manye , no man periſbed fo; hunger. No 
man 
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man dyed fa; want. as wee baut read in their Vit oꝛies, mas 
nye bane done, in that bountiſull and libe tall kingoome , which 
they commende lo higbly. 

In Englande, here in the dayes of king Henry the ſirth, there 
was ſach a dearth , that ſone were compelled to make b2cad of 
Beanes, and bꝛacking oꝛ Fearae rootes, which caſt manye their 
lunes. In the latter ende of Nuccne Marie her raigne , in that 
great dearth which was then, as J daue heard, manye af the 
poo2e had periſhed foz hunger, ifthe funeralles of the riche hay 
not celeucd them better than their almes oz giftes , And os 3 


baue hearve, the Acoznes that they did eate then,killedmanye = 


fo; all that. But amongeſt vs, this J can truely repozt, that J 
beard ſape, verie many were not aſhamed to confeſſe, that thep 
coulde gett moze by begging from doze to doze weekely , than 
they coulde yearne by wozking foz wages continually , The 
Loꝛde doeth ſo open the beartes of his ſecrete ones, that bis 
pooze ſhoulve be releeued, that his Goſpell ſhoulve be ſruite · 
full, euen nowe alſo, as in the daves of the Apoftles , And that 
bis name ſhould be glozified., But in the fozmer cheapeneſſe of 
all thinges, in their great plentie, and in not ſo great number 
of pouertie: What was it to give their bzead and cheeſe, (fo3 
they ſeldome gaue money) and ſuch like , And ſuch were thoſs 
dayes, they theinſelnes being witnefſes. 

But to returne to our Ponafteries againe . It is pittie ſaith 
one that the houſes were pulled downe , the houſes might haut 
ftande the abuſcs might haue beene taken awaye But who- 
ſoeuer ſpeaketh thus, they ſpeake vnaduiſedly : foz they open 
their mouth againſt the Lozde, The pulling downe : the defa. 
cing: the ſacking of theſe houſes was the Le doing. Ft was 
not the power of anyt Pztnce, of any moztall man. Theſe men 
were famaus flaners againſt the Loꝛde (as were the men of S0- 
domah)and their ſinnes , as it were heaped one vppon another, 
reached even vp to Peaven: although they were perchaunce to 
them ſelues and their neighbours bountifull and benefictall . 
Che ſinnes of Sodomah raigned amongeſt them: Such ſinnes 


Exechiell deſcriveth vnto vs, (that is to ſaye) Pꝛyde, Jvleneſe, Ezech.16. 


fulnefe of bzeade , and bumercifalnefſe , In fo much that the 


fatneſſe.and hanghtineſſe, and idlenceſfe of Ponkes , came into * 


a Pꝛeuerbe amongeſt all men: In ſo much, that idle perſons 
—— — fatt men were ſaive to hane Abs 


— — 
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But there was greater unmen tban theſe amongeſt them: Jvola- 
trie the firſt ſinne in thetenth commaundement : Blaſpdemie of 
the name of God, the next ſlune alla, by their vaine x rach othes, 
vy things ol no value, as by the Poule foote,and ſuch like (which 
they counted no ſinne:) yen, > the thirve ſinne alſo was among 
them, the bzeaking and pzophaning of the Lotos Sabaoth: whoſe 
ableruation and keeping, is chiefely in pꝛeaching and hearing 
the woꝛde of God. As our Lode Jeſus bimſelfe, being bere on 
Sabaoth dape, 
es: In doing good to our 
neighbours, not in idlenelle of the bodie, as the Phariſics taught? 
not in ſinging Odes, e Hunnts, without vnderſtanding as they 
were wont. What wal we recken vp her? their other ſinnes be- 
ade theſe, There was one amongeſt them), notable, and deadly 


earth taught vs to keep? it. Vee pꝛeached every 
Luke 4. Foz ſohe ſpent his 


lane, as they terme it, and chiefe of all other, both againſt God, 


and againſt man, which truely they fall neuer waſh away with 
any ſacrifice, And that is this: that vnder ſhewe of holines, # fo: 
conetoulnes of gaine,they ſeduced the people, # teaching afalſe 
way of ſaluation, they thzewe beadlong(as much as in them la y) 


petet ſapeth, and ſelling ſoulesas ſaithS.10Þ + This ſelling of 
of pardons , wall condemne the couetous 


channre their mplicitie 


them, dut now their canetouſnes , mult nee des be condemned, 


of 


&hould God haue tet thele remaine ? Nay, ſhould be ſuffer their 
houſes ts ffand? Their crye now, even as of Sodome was great 
and had aſcenved into the cares ol the L020 ol doſtes. They were 
ſinners againft bim,though they ſecmed ſimple, an benellciall to 


others, Although, wbat liberalitie 3 pay you call on this? T's 
fill the bellie and to kill the ſoule. Buch ſurely was their boſpita ; 
litie, even as Sathans Apple: all their curteſics,as Judas kifſe, 
an bnhappie pzeſentto mankinve :a cruel! curteſie, and a peſli⸗ 


lent liberalitie- 


But yet koꝛ all this, ſaith one: ſome of the houſes might hane 
{ande, it pittieth many to ſce their raincst he might ſay the ſame 


of Sorome. ©0vome was a pleaſant ptace;p2ofitable to men, as 


it were a Patadiſe ol God. But the Lord tos thcir umts, dd 
or ccthzowe this pleaſant Sodom and their pelleſloꝛs fe ener. 
Ind the lame h uh the Loꝛdpꝛencunted tyhis Pꝛorbet Ictenne 

in his 
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in his o Chapter, of our Babylon, and ſpiritual Soden Avbich 
is alſo called by the ſame name by S. lohn in his Reuelation. As 
the Loꝛde hath deſtropey Sovoine and her Cittes adioyning, ſo 

ſhall he ſurely deftrop our Romo and fpiritual @vdome . Powe 
the deſtruction of Þodomne was terrible, wonderfull 4 ſaddains: 


In the compaſſe of viii. mplesto this daye as witnefſeth Stra bot Strabo. 


The earth peeldeth nothing wohe re it ſtoode but fierie ſmbakes of 
bzimſtone and ſuch like. And cuen-ſoſudveinly 4 fozcibly- Mall 
Rome one day beveſtroyed.. The Lo2d hath begun ber deftructi- 
vn alreadie, by pulling down theſe ber high walles! Ver plagoes 
mal come in one dourt asd. lohnfaith , and ſhee ſhalbe as a Pil- 
ftone caſt into hell, neuer to riſe bp againe. Therefv2e teaſſe ts 
maruell at her deſalation, oꝛ to lament ber fall, but with ſpeeds 
—— dt her eucrye ne, ie you be partakers of her 


But it the Abbers wetv geodts their fortants , they were good 
land loꝛds. well, eee were lo! Ft ono rteſl which 
by compulſion, It is no beneuolence, which is violent, when one 
tan neither will no; chooſe. They wore in thoſe dayes compels 
ted almoſt to this curfeſte: fo2 by continnall warres. which theſs 
Popes many times rayſed, and by grienous plagues which the 
Loꝛde layd vpon them foz the contempt of his word. men were ſo 
conſumed, and ſo fewe left aliue, ſo fe we honeſt ſubſlanciall men, 
and good huſbunds remaining, which would paye their rentes, x 
till their grounds, that manye houſes ſtoode without a tenaunt: 
many fermes without huſbandmen:yea many lo:dſhips without 
any ta dwelt in them. The fandlozds in thoſe dayts were glad to 
ſeek thetr tenants: yea,as J haus heard to hyꝛe them that ſhonld 
till their groands and be their tenants . A good tenant was then 
hard to be found, Cuery man then kept that his father occupyed, 
and deũrrd no moge. Then fhers was ſuch plent ie of all things, 
and ſo fetve men, that they were ſcant able to pape berie eaſle 
rents of verir good ler mes. This weer haue heard of gur aunte⸗ 
cours, in ſo much that fo; thts cauſe mante Fermes have lynt 
vnrilied. 

And J p2ape pou then, what curteſſe was this. They fold then 
as deare as they coulde all things; they woulve looſe nothing of 
their p2ice. They ſold all things cheape in deede,but there was 
good cauſe why: becauſe they could get no moze ſoʒ it, They let 
thetr lands fo; ealerents: but ſach , as often times they were 
** e, not being able to 

pape 


ver. 21. 


Gen. 47. 
I. 23.24 
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pape them. And who would not then let a Ferme fo a coople of 
Capons, rather then haue it ſtand without a tenant. Who would 
not ſell 2 Egges a pennie, then keepe them til! they be rotten. 
Surely ſuch was the beneuolence of thoſedays: rather of the time 
it ſelfe,than ol the men: of neceſſitie,thenof free wil, among the 
belt ſozt: Although A do not deny in that blinde age, there were 
fome which with the Pagans e heathen Philoſophers, in thoſe 
mozall vertues of liberalitie and charitie , were famous, But 
becauſe they did that without faith „ without the light of Gods 
wo2de in the darkeneſſe , they did not pleaſe God no moze 
then did thoſe Heathens. But what do they commende their libe- 
xalitie to their tenaunt. ᷣ haraob the Egyptian, their pater ne x 
patron in this point farre excelled them: who comming by his 
lands,not by fre gilt, as they did commonly, but buptng them 
with his cozne,let them it againe fo; the fifth parte a great deale 
eaſier then they did»@urely a good bountifult Jandlozvs. Foz ſo 
Joſeph his ſte ward declared his pleaſure vnto the people. Then 
Joſeph ſaid to the people: Behold J haue bought you this daye,x 
pour land foz Pharaoh. Lo here is ſcede foz you: ſowe therefoze 
the ground: and of the increaſe pee ſhall giue the fifth parte untg 
Pharaoh, and foure partes balþe yours foz the feebe of the field x 
fo; your meate,and fo them of your douſbold, and fo; your rhils 
dꝛen to cate. Behold the goodnes of this Pbaraobto his tenants, 
bs was content that they ſhould occupy his land, t be would finde 
them ſcede,aud they ſhould pap but the fifth parte of their pzofits 
and no moꝛe to him whether it were great oꝛ ſmalle ſo bis rent. 
Be had care of their families andchildzen, which a great ſozte of 
our landlozds in letting of their lands at this dap haue not. The 
foure partes ſaith be,ſhalbe foz your wiues and childꝛen. Mee 
nowe a dayes will ſcantly let our land ts balfe part, with many 
reſeruations and bonds. Joſeph did not decree this without Pha- 
raohs mind, elſe he had berne an bufaithfall Steward. But this 
Pbaraoh ſo good to his ſubiecta, which did not change the reates 
of his aunceſtonrs,onely he changed his mindt towarde the pea! 
ple of God, which put from him Poſes and Aaron the Lotus ni 
niſters, which neglected and ſet-lightly by the Loꝛdes lawe t his 
commaundements , is afflicted with manye plagues, is counted 
the Loꝛds open enimie, and at length is dzowned in the red Sea, 
Der Bylhops and Abbots ware not ſo curteous as this Phacaoh 
was to {heir tenants; neither were they good to ſo manpe as he 
was: he was good to all his whole reatme. But to heare the woa 
| : 0 
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of Cod, to rect iue turtrouſly his Embaſſadour s, to obey only bis 

commandements, is the onelye woꝛke and dirs * ze tfallo 
thtr. And this is a'wo2krof the vares to hrate not of the tarerines 
to make an Image: of Oods woz2d,not ot our will And without 
the wozke of hearing and obeying Gods worde: Pharaors good- 
nes to his tenants: Sanles ſacrifices ts God himſelfe : Dauids 
readie and willing mind to buyld Gods houſe : the ſfraite lawes 
and ceremonies offaſting and living of the Pharifies,receined by 
tradition fcom their fathers, are vaine wozlhippings, are os the 
ſinne of witchcraft, are abhominations viſto the Lo2ve.- And be- 
cauſc thep lacked this woꝛke, ſo were ail their wozkes, ſo wert 
all their goodnes to their tenaunts,ſo were al their ſtraite rules 
of faſting , and of their ronghapparcll, and ſcourging of them⸗ 
ſelues. 5 


What ſhalt J repeaf 0} rippe bp here „ the tutting downe of 


woots, the ſpoyling of veſtments t coapes, the bꝛeahing of Ima» 
ges, the expulſion of Ponkes Nunnes, the ranſaking of thoſe 
rich goodly houſes, which khings many complaine of grieve very 
many to remember at the hearts. e ſhal find in the boks of the 
Chzonicles ofthe Kings bf Iſcaet farre greater ſpoyles t expul- 
ons, g bzeakings+ hewirg downe,ardranſacking ef thoſe good 
Kings Czechiabe Joſtah then theſe were. Wherefozetheſe things 
now ſhould not ſcrme ſtrange 02 wonderful vnto vs. And theſ 

Kine of Ccclefialticus , in the greater number of cthermings 
which builded thof? high places, which plãted thoſe groues, which 
o2deined theſe Pꝛiells: theſe Kings-Jſape, which pulled downe 
their buildings, t cut downe their plaritings., and expelled theit 
Pꝛieſis, are tounted only famous not infamous, onelo religions 
not impious, not ſpoplers but refozmers of Gods houſe . Theſe 
be his wo2d: All kings, except Danid,Czechias, and Joſtas, haut 
done wickedly. Fo2 the kings of Judah fozſaking the lawe of the 
E 02d, haue foꝛſaken God himſelfe. Theſe thre kings did laye 
waſt grones,aulters,bigh places, but they fozſooke not the lawe 
ofthe Loꝛd and thercfoze their hozne ts exalted with gloꝛ ye: and 
their remembꝛances is fo2 euer. S trucly with the Loꝛd & with 
al godly t faithful men, which dare ground their faith on Gods 
woꝛd. Dur kings which haue pulled downe the Abbeyts,4+ expel⸗ 
led their Wunkes, art alſo famous and in great eſtimation Wee 
may ſayr: © th2iſc happie andfaire Sunncſhinevayes of ours, 
the which all tde ctondes cf ignozance being diſprrſed , all the 
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and pillers of I dolatrie being pulled downe , haue Jeſus Chziff 
the true Donne of righteouſnes, of ſaluation and trueth, moſte 
— chining, and with his beames molt plainly gliſtering in 

m. 

Heither doe J here iuſtiſle o2 allowe the wicketnes of the 
wozld, which dayly increaſeth : the charitie of many, which is 
wared colde,nay plainly froſen . Neither do J commend all the 
ground which we the Lozdes huſbandmen do till, but the fourth 
parte onely which receineth the ſeede and keepeth it. We mug 
needes confeſſe wee haue much thoznie grounde , much ftonie 
ground, manie high wayes , wherein we are ſome time compel- 
led toth;owe the Loꝛds ſeede. Therefoze J doe not allowe here 
02 tommend that olde beaten waye of Papiftrie, which many do 
followe when they come to the Church to heare the woꝛd of God 
thinking thus with themſelues : what ſeede ſoener ſhalbe ſowen 
in their hearts, they will not receiue it. They will beleeue as 
they haue belerued. Neither the fone grounde ol time ſeruers, 
which ground their religion vpon the Pꝛinte and not vyon God: 
and will turne which way the Pzince turneth. Neither the thoz- 
nic ground of conetous men , which in the Charch receive the 
wozde of God gladly: but when thep come home,oz into the fieto, 
their cheſtes and their hedges choake it. All theſe gronndes J al⸗ 
lowe not. And theſe are ta to common in euer fielde , in cnery 
towne, That ſame beaten waye,moſte oide men fotlowe : that 
ſame ſfonie wape, hypocrites treade: that fame thoznie wape, 
cauetous miſers trace. And theſe being put altogether, they will 
make a great ſhewe, But thereGall beſuch atwayes. Our a 
niour hath tolde vs befaze, Thereſoze the faithfull marurit not, 
when they merte withall,and ſee many ſuch. But pet fo: al this, 
their barrainneſſe and vnkruitfulnes cannot, noz ought not to de- 
fraud oz depziue the fourth ground, the good grounde, the Loꝛdes 
field, of his iuſt pzaiſe and commendation , which of one ſeede 
veeldes vnts the Loꝛd, ſome thictie, ſome ſixtie, ſome an hundzed 
folde of fruite. This land is woꝛthie of pꝛaiſe, and ſuch laude, the 
Loꝛde be thanked, we haue amongſt vs. J may iuſtip pzonounce 
our dayes happie,andour feines vnhappie, of whome nowe verie 
many of bs tumble at noone daye, and llyde in the light, t runne 
headlong into the pittes of ſinne in the Dunnefhine, who worlds 
not pꝛaiſe the clearenes ofour time, our Sunneſbine, our great 
light and knowledge. And againe, wha would not wonder at the 
ſool iſynes and (att iſunes of mange mm: the bliarges. of. theu 
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eyes, the ftumbling of their feete, their falling downe (euen gro⸗ 
ueling)foz all this light. Who would belerue that charitie ſhould 
ware colde in ſuch daily kindling of the Lozdes ſire amongett vs; 
that conetouſnes ſhould once appeare amongeft vs, being ſo daily 
and diligently wed oat and plucked vp by the rootes: that vſurit 
durft once ſhewe her face, being arraigned and condemned ſo of 
ten in all courtes, by all lawes,in all languages both in Lattine 
and Engliſh, That oppꝛeſſion of any landloꝛdes to their tenants 
ſhould be once named, thought on, oz felt amongeſt vs, in ſach 
great knowledge of bzotherty lone. Theſe are the blockiſhnes of 
men. Lheſe are the blindnes ol their eyes, whoſe mindes (as the 
Apoſtle ſatth) the Pzince of this wozldhath blinded, leſt the glo- 
rious ligbt of the Goſpel ſhonld ſhine vnto them. This ts no tuft 
complaint, 02 condemnation ofthe dayes , then the which dates 
the Lo2de gaue to the woꝛlde neuer any mozecleare, moze bleC- 
ſed, moze laden with all bleſſings, the lanterne of his wozde, the 
ſunne of his Goſpell, ſo many cleare and innumerable ſtarres of 
his miniſters, chining gliſtering and flouriſhing amongefk vs, 
They therefoze that ſtumble inſach great light , maye condeme 
themſelues, not the times: the men, not the dayes : their wiltull 
negligence,not our wonerfull Dunſhine. 

Kat the greateſt and moſt grieuons and dangerous complaint 
(of all) followeth , Panye v2ge the diſtentions of our time, ang 
the ſectes, that like Cares are ſpzung vp with the Goſpelt , any 
the bitter ſpeaches and ſharpe contentions of the pzofeſo2s of the 
Goſpellamongſt thiſelaes . They remember not, that amongſt 
the Parables of dis kingdome , our Daujour alſo intermingled 
this, ot the Cares, ſowen by the enuious man, euen in the mi it 
of his wheat: + fo haue ſtopped the mout hes of his diſciples, which 
maruelled at this, and were greatly troabled at this matter, by 
bis commaundement and authozitie : And alſo in his doctrine to 
baue many times taught this pzincipall point to ſtrengthen their 
faith,and to auoide the offences of the wicked chiefe of all other. 
Do pe thinke that Jam come fo ſet peace vpponthe earth : Mo, 
but rather diniſion: and this diviſion is the overth>owe of Ba⸗ 
than: the bꝛeache of his peace, the ouerthꝛowe of his kingdome: 
Foz Sathan the diuel himſelfe hath a peace in his hingdome: as 
in another place our Sauiour doth teach vs, o2 elſe his kingdome 
could not ſtand : and the woꝛld loues her owne. This peace, the 
doctrine of our Sauiour Jeſus Ch2ilk bzeakes , and quite takes 
away. The boundes ot Lawesſhalbe Io fo my name ſaith 
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our Sauidur, nay the bonds of Nature,and that into two partes, 
nap into twentie partes: from hencefozth, there ſhall be fiuc in 
one houſe deupded, thꝛer againſt two, and two againſt thaw. A 
ſmall number was wont to be the mother ol loue, and a — 
many the mother of ſedit ion andquarels : but here, neither frw 
nes of number, hoꝛ nighnes of kinred ſhal make prace: fo; the fa- 
ther ſhal be at variance againſt theſonre , andthe ſonne againſt 
his father. And the mother agaiꝭſt ber daughter, and the daugh- 
ter agaivit her mother: the daughter in lawe againſt her mother 
in lawe, and the mother in lawe againſt her daugdter in lawe, 
And euen nowe the world marueilcs , launders, and complay» 
nech at theſe diſcentions of ſonnes and fathers agar;.ſt the Goſs 
pell and name of Jeſus. This thing in my opinion that Sathan 
goeth about is that he might quite aboliſh and take away credite 
from the Goſpel}, Dur Hauiour Jeſus bath fo2etoldvs the fame 
thing ſo often that we ſhould not be oflended thereat, ZheLo;ve 
by this meanes tryeth ſome , whether the y will rather ſticke to 
their old father Zebebe mending bis nettes, oꝛ with James and 
Joba,fo;ſake al and following Jcſus Chʒiſt calling them. Whe- 
ther at the Lozdes commaundement they woulde fozfake Soy 
dome with Lot and his daughters , oz foz their owne plcaſure 
with hie wife, they would looke backe, and be turned into a pil- 
ler of ſalt. tier ſame, by this meancs, the Loꝛde quite rcfuſcth 
and caſtcth of, who being well bzought vp of their parentes, and 
in true religion yet they had rather quite caſt off the feare of God 
and obedience totheir parent, , to ſhake hands with the P2zince 
of darkonce,Gods bfter enimte,then totread the trace of Godg 
holy commaundements, andoftheir fathers holeſome inſtructi⸗ 
ons. And are not ſuch childꝛen, both of Gov their father t of man 
their katder, iuſi ix to be fozſaken. Neither the agreemet t conco2y 
of al men in the darkeneſſe and ignozance of the Popes religion, 
whereof they bzagge ſo greatiy doeth auaile anpe thing to the 
confirmation and trueth of that blinde and ſuperſliiicus reli 
gion. Foz in the night ſeaſon , f wee marke wel as thinges are 
quiet and pcate able. Nave, the quietnrs andpeace of the night 
is farre gccctre then the quietnes of the dape : But who woulde 
then tberetoꝛe commende the night befoze the daye. Such was 
their blinde and datke peace; conco2de, and agreement which 
they had. 

Ag ine, Sathan himſelſchathacertaine kinde of vritie in 


* ane our Sauiour & itneſa th; inthe Coſpell. If Sa- 
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not continue but ſhould haue an ende. Sathan therefoze in bis 
kingdome hath a peate, and ſurely ta gur out warde ſenſes a farre 
greater peace then the Church ol God hath, which outwardly in 
this wozlde like a ſhippe is toſſed and thither,and is neuer 
at reſt. But he lacketh that inwarde peate, that peace of conſti⸗ 
ente which the Church and houſbolde of God onely 
Though @athan e his members do make a faire ſhewe of peace 
and quietnes outwardly : pet they are toꝛmented andvered in 
wardly, Do that outward peace, is no argument oftrueth, but 
rather that other inward peace. Foz that craftie ſerpent 
ſoftly,and goeth lil ye, and bzingeth in vader bande like acraftie 
tuggler withont any noyſe, without any wozdes , all bis triſhe 
trahe :; Bat this peace ouerthzowes the wozkes of God, de» 
nounceth warre to his woꝛde: this creeping ftealeth the wozds 
of God from the heartes, naye from the eares,from the eyes and 
knowledge of all Chziſtians . Yitherto tendeth all his ſtealing 
ſeppes to this end, his quiet times. Such was the vnitie,oz 

ſecuritie , 02 dzowſines, rather of the fozmer times, 13 

And here by the waye , becauſe they finde fault with our as 
greement, J pape vou note the conſent and agreement of the bi⸗ 
uell and of the Pope together, molt manifeſt , that no man ol in- 
different iudge nent can denye . The diuell ( ſayeth our Saut- 
dur) When the wozde is ſowen in the heart of man, he comes 
pꝛiuily and ſtealeth it awaye leſt it ſhoulde take roote there, 
The Pope, he ſtealeth and plainly conueyeth the woꝛde out of 
the Churche, ſo that it ſhall neither come into the cares, noz in⸗ 
tothe heart. And is not this manifeſt : Doeth not the 
fozbid the woꝛde of God to be read in the Church, but in Latine, 
in a tongue bnknowen to the hearers. e that it were as good 
not redde to them at all: they are neuer a whit the better foz the 
reading of it. And ſhall we not ſaye then ? that the Pope and 
diuell in ſtealing Gods wozdefrom our heartes doe agr. Js 
not this to to manifeſt? Such is their peace and agrement 
they haue, quite contrarye to Jeſus Chziſte, But the houſe of 
Jeſus Chzilte is buylt vppon an hill, it hath manye cold blaſtes, 
and ſharpe ſtoꝛ mes. His ſhippe ſayling in the Sea of this woʒ id, 
hath manye ſtoꝛmes, quicke ſands and rockes, 

Chat ſame Whiclewiade whereof Saint Marke ſpeaketh in 
his fourth Chapter, which trom out of the earth is fuddenly car, 
xxedvpwarde to Yeauen, waulde as it were, blowe the ſhippe 
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aut of the woꝛlde. All Govs childzen, all his ſeruauntes are of the 
daye,and of the light, the y ſuſtaine troubles, tares, they are vcred 
they are pinched, They carrie their crolſe with their Baſter Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſt. They are neuer as long as they continue in this wil⸗ 
derneſſe,free from the pinchings of hunger, thirſt, and ſcarſitie: 
from the perils of enimies, both at home, as of Coz ah, Dathan, g 
Abiram : and abzoad, as Amatech, Balacke and ſuch like They 
are ſtil in the ficld, their life is a warfare, and this is their tryall, 
this is their crowne, this is their bictozy , This is the wiſedome 
oc theferpent , which the Goſpel commaundeth, who top their 
t ares to all the voytes of the charmers , charme they neuer ſo 
wiſely, that they may heare their Jeſus alone, which belerue not 
the docfrines of theſe falſe Pzophets,fo2 al their miracles, which 
wil nat depart frum the woꝛd of the Lo2d : Foz the Lo2d ſuffreth 
ſome time falſe Pꝛophets to do myꝛacles, as Moſes doeth teach 
vs, to trye vs whether we will ſticke to his woꝛde alone oz no. 
Pereby their Eglts eyes are tryed whether they can beholde Je⸗ 
ſus Ch2iff the true Sunne without twinckling of their eyes 03 
no? Onely the Eagles can do ſo : The eyes of other birdes can⸗ 
not endore it: theſe turne their eyes aſide to flyes and motfes in 
the Sunne, to fat pꝛayes, which the tempter caſtes in their way. 
The Ch:iſtian Eagles reſpect onely the gfo1ic of Jeſns Chriſte, 
Therefoze Dauid p;ayed: O Loꝛde, turne away mine eyes, leſt 
they behold vanitte, and guicken me in'thy way. Theſe vanities, 
theſs fiyes,theſe motes in the Sunne are left in the ap2e , to frye 
the zeale ol true Chziſtians, The which Mofes taught befoze his 
death, all the Lenites of Fraell, and our Sauionr Jeſus, all his 
diſciptes, which ſape to their father and mother / wee knowe yon 
not: aus to their bzetbzen, we care not fo2 you, no not fo; their 
owne thildzen: But they keape the wozd of the Loꝛd, and his co- 
uenant. Theſe faithfull Leuites pzeferre Jefus Chꝛiſt and his 
Eoſpell to all Counſails, Fathers, yea, to their owne natural fas 
thers, to their beloved wiues, to their deare thildꝛen: yea, to 
their owne ſdule and life, This great courage of theirs could not 
foctearly appears without ſome light ſhirmiſhing at home a- 
mongck their bzethzen. And without open warreab2oad againſt᷑ 
Veretikes,from!whence that tryall of ſpirites which Saint Iohn 
tommaundeth to all his childzen is had. From hence that ſpirice 
al dtleretion and iudgement, whetedfallthefernauntsof God in 
ſome meaſure are partakers appearcth, Be that is ſpiritnal,ſaith 
the Apoſtle, iudgeth all things, „ 
tu 
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tuall. oz they which haue not the ſpirite of Ch2iff, are none of 
his. And all the ſonnes of 'God, are led with the ſpirite of God, 
And they all by this holy bonde , are knitte to their heade Jeſus 
Chziſt. And therefoze the holy Ghoſt is called the bonde of peace. 
They all can diſcerne light from darkeneſſe, Chziſt from Bely, 
all: They are not without ſence , without ſpirite, f eſhly, not 
þaning the ſpirit as are thoſs falſe ÞP2ophets , whereof . Jude 
p2opheſteth, as ats thoſe Molaters, ot whom Dauid ſapth, Their 
Idols and grauen Images are without ſence e vnderſtanding, 
and ſo are they that made them, and ſo are all they that put their 
truſt in them. And ſurely ſuch was the inſenſibleneſſe of many 
Idolaters in times paft, they were as boyde of true ſence of God, 
euen as tho Jmage which they wozſhipped. But the true Chzi- 
ftians all haue hereot a filing and vnderſtanding: and they muſt 
bſe their ſences, they muſt trie their feeling, they mult bſe their 
diſcretion. The Love hath not giuen them theſe his graces in 
baine, | 
What : this varietie of iudgements and opinions doth onely 
beaatifie the Church of God, Mereof was the great glozie and 
beautie of Boyſes Tabernacle, ofthe diuerſitic of oblations , of 
the variety which cuery one offred. Ir they had all bꝛeught things 
of one kinde,it had not bene ſo glozions and pleaſant to the eyes. 
Vereof when as they all agreed in the manner of their offering, 
in this one thing, that they offrred willingly, and freely, as foz 
the matter, not onely golde and ſiluer, but alſo bzaſſe, not onely 
blew and purple, but alſo ſcarlet, nat onely linnen and five filke, 
but alſo Goates haire, were accepted and receiaed, All theſe be- 
ing aptly ioyned together, attcoꝛding to that fozme which Poiſeg 
ſawe in the Pount, did giue great glozie and beautie to this Ta- 
bernacle. Salomons temple alſo contapned in it diuerſe furni⸗ 
tures of nature, dinerſe functions, and helpes of arte. And hereof 
was the glozie of it contayned, what alſo meaneth that meting g lg 
of all wen in vnitie of faith, in the Church of Ch2ift , but the di- 
uerſe wayes,and diuerſe iudgements of many. What meaneth 
this p2opheſpings of two o2 tit in the Church, and congregati- 
on, and the iudgement of the reſt, but diuerſe ſenſes, and ſenten⸗ 
ces of holy Scripture , what meaneth that pꝰopheſying oz inter» 
pꝛetation of ſcripture , acco2ving to the Analogie of faith which 
Saint Paule maketh mention of 12. Rom. But that there is a 
certaine compaſſe of diſcenting : varying in the Church of God, 
ſo that it be within the boundes . What meaneth that mariage 
| D garment 
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garmentes of the Church her ſelfe. 45. Pſalme, which Sals- 
mons wife no doubt did ſhadowe out vato vs. The Nucne 
Koode on the right hande in a veſture of golde wzought about 
with diverſe colours: and what meaneth that needle wozke that 
followeth , all the glozie of the kinges daughter is within : Ju 
a veſture of golde wzought with needle wozke , ſhall hee be 
b:ought vnto the king. What J ſap, meane all theſe varieties, 
all theſe dinerſities , all theſe needle wozkes , but wholely a di⸗ 
uer ſitie of iudgementes, and as it were the ſoft ſtinginges of 
Bert one towardes an other , which make the Lo2des honny. 
And pet al this without death, without deſtruction, without dam ; 
nation, 

Therefoze in baine crie our adnerſaries , and b2ge this as 
Percules dart. Luther and Caluine , do diſſent concerning the 
Lozdes Supper. Therefoze if Luther bee ſaved, Caluine is 
damned. Zherefoze in vaine doe many whiſper this into the 
cares of the ſimple people, they ſtrive amongeſt them ſelues 
and that bery bitterly , of certaine ritcs aud ceremonies of the 
Church, of abuſes of Cccleſiaſticall matters , of the garment 
of this Nucene . Therefoze their religion is nought , and no 
credite is to be giuen to their Sermons, theref:2e there is no 
frueth amongeſt them. Fo2 ſap they, there is but one trueth, 
and that fimple and peaceable, Jn d&de to confeſſe the trueth, 
they firiue of the veſture of the Nuene , (that is to ſave ) of 
Sacriſices and Ceremonies , but not of the life of faith, they 
quarrell amongeſt them ſelues in diede, of the building vppon 
of golde and ſiluer and pzectous ſfores , but not of the foundg- 
gion of Telus Chzilf. Foz truely beſides faith in Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
all the other pointes of our religion are but the garmentes, 02- 
namentes, exerciſes , iewelles, badges, fruites, companions, 
waiting maydes of this our mother of true religion. Not her 
ſubKance, not her life, not her ſaluation. And therefoze ficft of 
all as concerning faith, onely ſayeth our P2ophet Pabakuck. 
The jult ſhall line by faith, and the ſame ſaying the Apoſtis 
Saint Paule repeateth often after him. The firſt to the No- 
maines the ſenenteenth verſe: and the third Chapter to the Ga- 
lathians, and the tenth to the Yebzewes : as an bndoubted 
trueth without any addition of wozkes , 02 any thing elſe. And 
our Sauiour Ch iſt him ſelfe tracheth vs the fame thing. Ve 
that belerueth in me, though he were dead ſhall liue. And bee 
that belaucth not ſhall be damned, And alſo the Apoſtle Saint 
" Jobn, 
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' John, Vee that bath the ſonne hath life, But as concerning 
Sacramentes , the Apoſtle Paule to the Galathiansſayth : as 
manie as are Baptiſed haue put on Jeſus Chꝛiſt. And of god 
wozkes the ſame Apoſtle ſayeth to the Colloſſians , 
vou as the elect of GDD , bowelles of mercie, ec. And to the 
Vebzewes of the ſame he ſayth : But wee hope better of you, 
and thinges accompanying ſaluation . Therefoze wozkes ac- 
companie ſaluation , they are not ſaluation it ſelfe . And 
godlineſſe hee calleth the beſte cxerciſe : and circumciſion , a 
SCENES : Theſe names doe declare the nature of 
all theſe. 
Then truth in v&de is bat one, but as long as ſhe is hers 
on earth, ſhee is not without a veale , without a mufler. Xf 
truth were ſo eaſle to be mette withall , then all labour of ſ@- 
king , of ſearching , of ſtudying , was but in baine. If eyther 
the Church it ſelfe , at anie time could embzace trueth in her 
age, abſolute in all reſpeces , then there ſhould bee no 
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. Why therefoze do we maruaile bere , the diuerſe ſearchings of 
men after the diuerſe degrees of knowledge and vnderſtanding, 
the dincrſe leuelinges and roauings of many , although at the 
marke, ye ſometimes beſide the marke. But as lang as they 
ate at one marke. that is to lay Jeſus Che iſt, as long as they 
tread his wax ol truth, as long as they ſerke fo2 Jeſus Chzilt,and 
pꝛeach him, as long as they beare no weapons againft him, and 
the ſaluation which he purchaſed with his owne bloud , they are 
to be bozne withall , they are not to be condemned, they are not 
to be fo; biddẽ, they are to be admitted as ſauldiers info his campe: 
but beſides all theſe things how vncqually they weigh all things 
here, and haw ſmally do they conſider in all artes the Loꝛdes di- 
uerſe wapes and iudgements: Of Phiſitions, in diſeaſes of the 
bodie dinerſc medicines are pꝛeſcribed in one diſeaſe. Shall wee 
therefoze condemne Philicke , Alſo of lawyers in the ſelſe ſame 
cauſe there are diuerſe allegations , biucrſc pꝛecædinges, ſome⸗ 
times diuerſe ſentences: (hall we therefoze abꝛogate lawcs,ſhall 
we net vie the helpes and ceunſailes of both theſe in our neceſſi⸗ 
ties and cauſes, This varietie is mans frailtie : from whence 
commeth that olde Pꝛeuerbe. As many beads, as many deviſcs: 
as many men, ſo many mindes. Nap in my opinion this varie⸗ 
tie is a certaine pzint o2 foteſteppe of the mage of God leſt and 
is pet remayning in the minde of man. That of the ſame matter, 
of the ſame cauſe, of the ſame theame , two extellent wiſe & well 
learned men ſhall neuer wzite thinke 02 ſpeake the ſame things. 
But diuerſe, and pet truth: ſondꝛie, and yet extellent: Ot᷑ ſuch 
ſentences in the ſame cauſeg,ofſuch diuerſe handling of the ſame 
matter, vcrie excellently of diuerſe men, wee haue manp exam- 
ples. But to let this paſſe in this thing me thinkes the grrat wif 
dome of our heauenly Father moſt clearely appearetb, who as in 
the faces of ſo many men, being ſuch a mall part, in ſo many 
countries, thozough ſo many ages, hath put a beautifull kinds 
of difference, ſa that of cauntriemen, of kinſmen ,of twinnes : 
there is not wo, one like another in euerie reſpea . And yet all 
their countenances very comely and beautifull : euen ſo likewiſe 
in the minde of man, he hath put a certaine comely and dcuine 
differente that they ſhall thinke and ſpeake and deuiſe dinerſely, 
and pet all to the purpoſe, and yet cunningly , and yet wiſely, 
Neither this thing enely clearcly appeareth in all artes, and in 
the wozkemanſbippe cf God the Father : but alſo in the dinine 
inſpiration, and wonderfull framing of the holy ſcriptures, by 
the 
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the holy ſpirite. As in the waitinges of the Pzophets and Caan- 
geliſtes, there is a moſt beautifull harmonie: Do there is alſo a 
ple aſant varietie, and a botſe diuerũtie interminglev. The fathers 
alſo had among themlelues this varietic of opinions and diuerſe 
interpꝛetations of places of ſcripture, as wer may ſee in their 
woꝛ kes: yet fo all this thoſe fathers which were at diſcention a⸗ 
mongeſt themſelues were not by and by Beretikes and damned 
and iudgedto bell fire. Is t 

Our Saniour:3efus Chꝛiſt called himſeſſt a vine, and all his 
bꝛanches. And the Apoſtte @. Paule talietij him an Olife, and vs 
all wilde Olifes, which ould be grafted in dim. Now wer ſee 
inthe vine, and in the Dlife , that alt manches do not growe out 
ſtraight, noꝛ of one ſide, noꝛ are all of line heigtt: but ſome are 
croked ; ſome are ſtraight; ſome are heigh, ſome are lowe , ſomt 
are rctched flott, ſome are bowed in: pet all art faſt in the 
rute, all are fired in the bodir, all art partakerꝝ at the ſappe, and 
this diverſitie of the bowghes, is the 'beantir of the tra. s tru ; 
Ii in the vine Jeſus Ch11® ; in thetrue@life, although all his 
danches be not plaine, although alt his bowes be not ſtraight, 
although all his grafts be not lowe : yet as long as they remains 
in the vine; as long as they are partakers of that ſappe, which 
couneth from the rate, and as tong as the woes of Acſus.re- 
maine in them, and dy faith they art grafted.in bim: yet they 
tine all,. both crooked and ſtraight, both ſtretched ont , dꝛa wen 
in, both higd and lowe, and they flourith without doubt, neither 
do they wither., neither as they which hate the Oeſpell would 
gladly haue them, are they caſt ont inte the fire. This crooked» 
nefe of the bonghes,as it is manifeſt in every mans cies and aps 
parant ; ſo they art nat aſhamed to canfeſſe it with their owns 
mouthes, but the roote is as tertaine, andthe grafting in as ſure, 
and the vnitie oz ioyning with the ſtoche no lefſe manifert . The 
faith of the Goſpelt is that thing by the which alone we ace grafs 
ted into the truth. Asthe Apoltle teacheth vs plainely in the 10. 
of the Romaines. An incredulit ie o2 vnbelicfe is that thing, by 
the which the Je wes although they were olde men and fathers, 
and kinne to Chziſt Jeſus accozding to the fleſh were broken cff, 


Perrot then is the life of the bowghes, where ldae although ſome 


of them be ſo farre tretchedonut a ſunder, that they tannot bee 
bought together, although other ſome do grote a loft , and will 
bowe tu none, being wiſe in their owne tyes, although other 
ſome be creoked — Ie: of the craftis ſexpent „an 
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out of the ftraight way, of the lawe of the Tode: 

as long as they haue this grafting in of fapth, as long as they 
dꝛawe that linely ſappe from the roote, as long as the wazdes 
of Jeſus remaine in them, as long as they belerue them, lone 


traditions of theirfathers, Let them take herde J ſay 
leaſt they ware rotten , leaſt the barke of the ſtocke do not couer 
them, leaſt they be not ſafe and ſound: and ſo as rotten t coꝛrupt 
manches be hewne off and quite thzowne away, of the heavenly 
duſbandman Godthe Father bimſelfe: foz not to belene the goſ® © 
pell is a marke of the repꝛobate a badge of thoſe that ſhalbe dam- 
ned, a certaine figne of the bowghes bzoken off. As both the Apo» 
ftles Peter and Paule, may teach vs. Jf iudgement begin of the 
Pet. i. xpiſt. houſe of God ſaith . Peter, what ſhall be the endof thoſe which 
r wiltnot beleue the Goſpell of God, And . Paul ſaitb;the Lozv 
Talg. raf. Jeſuslhalbe renealedfrom heauen, with the Angelsof dis power 
8.9, tnaftameoffire,giuing vengance to thoſe which know not God, 
t which do not harken to, and obey the Goſpel at uur Lozd Jeſus 
Cbꝛiſt. All ſuch are not of the Lozdes familie, all ſuch are withe- 
red boughes, thzowne fozth to enerlaſting fire. And here let our 
recuſants take herde they be not ſach. | 
' - Now followeth the common complaint , but not ſo bitter as 
the fo2mer, noz ſo pꝛoperiy a complaint, as of weeping i bewats 
ling ofthe ſimple ſoꝛt, and eſpectally of women. Who going into 
the Churches, e ſ&einx the bare walles, and lacking their golden 
Images their coſtly coapes, their pleaſant D2gaines,their (wet 
frankinſence, their gitded chatices , their godiy ſtreamers, they 
lament in themſelues, e fetch many veepe ſighes, t bewayle this 
ſpoyl ing and laying wafte of the Church as theyithinke. Che like 
be wayling of the people of the Jewes and of thoſe old men which 
now returning trõ Babylon , had ſtene the gloꝛie of the firſt tem» 
ple with their eyes is repeated vnto vs in the 2.chap. vfthe Pzos 
phet Aggey, They miſſed Salomons gold, his marble,his Cedats 
bis ci ruings, they accounted þ houſe which Zozobabetbuilded as 
nathing to it. But what did the Loꝛd teach them * 
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what glozie did he pzomile to the ſetond building, what kinde cf 
831aments did he pzrpare f03 it. It folldweth in the Pꝛophet. 


The ſame woꝛd which J couenanted with pour fathers,when - 


J bzought them out of the lande of Egypt. e my (pirtte ſhall ſtand 
in the middelt of you, feare you not now ſaith the Loꝛd of haas. 
Pet once againe (ſcemeth it but a ſ vnto vou?) AndA 
will moue the heauens with the power of my holy ſpirite, ę with 
the pzeaching el my wozd, + the earth, q the ſea, 4 the dʒy land. 
And J will moone & make quake foz feare all „ andthe 
pdefire of all Nations ſhall come, and he ſhall fili this houſs with 
glozie ſapth the Lozd of hoſtes. What do ye wiſh fo; gold: Golde 
t uluer are mine ſapth the Lozd of hoſtes. Jfit pleaſe me J could 
employ thele to beaut iſie this houſe, but J wil gine it greater glo- 
rie. The glo2ie of this latter houſe hauing nothing but bare wats, 
is greater then of the fozmer,ſo gyited, ſo caruen, ſayth the Lozds 
of hoſts : and in tdis place J will gius peace ſapth the Lozde of 
booſts. This is the gloʒp of the ſecond temple, this is the glozy of 
our Churches, although the walles be not painted, although their 
beſtures be not ſilke,although their rode lofts be bzoken downe, 
although they want their frankinſence  D2gaines, yet the wozd 
of the Loꝛd and his ſpirite ſhall ſtand ſtedlaſtiy in the middeſt of 
them. The Golpelitof Jeſus Lhziſt ringeth in the,although their 
D2gaines craſe, that werte ſauour of life to lile is felt, although 
that earthly frankinſence be put out, that pearle of the Ooſpell, 
which our Sauiaur counſailleth all wiſe marchantes to buy, 
though they lolde all that they had, is pzeſent, is let fozth to, x of- 
feredto all men freely. Although the pearles of this wozlve, and 
iewels, which are but clay 6 myze are abſent, theſe things alone 
decke and adoꝛne our Churches,delight the ſoules of the faithful, 
aboue allharmony and muſcke in the wozld: pleaſe the earesbet- 
ter then all Oꝛgaines, areſweterintheir noſes, than all fran⸗ 
kinſence i dorefrcth all their ſenſes Wa heauenly kind of cheare- 
falnes+ liuclines. Their Jmages do not ſolinely picture ont Je- 
ſus Ch2iſt vnto vs as his Goſpell Toth. Their Images were all 
falſe , their rodes were lyes, their pictures painted out a falſe 
Chiiſt vato vs: fo2 they painted him hike a godly young man, 
comely, beautifull 4 well fanoured in alt reſpects, as fine as the 
Patnter,ozearner could deuiſe:but p Pzophet Cſay,who indeve 
painteth out Chiſt vnto vs truly, x his true countenance i ſhape 
of bodie, deſcribeth him far otherwiſe, as we may read in his 53. 
chap. Foz he did groe befaze theLozdliks as abzanch, and — 
grate 
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a roote in a dꝛye grounde, he bath neither beautie, no2 fanour 
when we looke vppon (lan there bail be no farrenefe . wee 
all baue no luſt vnto hun. Me is deſpuſedandabbazredgf men, 
be is ſuch a man as bath good experience i ſoarowes and infir- 
mities. Me haue reckonod him fo vile , that wee hidd our faces 
from him, ſuch a one in derde was Jeſus Chꝛiſt: this was his 
true piaure, and what beautie can there be of a tree that grow- 
eth in a dzie grounde, what camelineſſe in a monſter of men 
and the outcaſt of the people. Foz ſo Dauid alſa calleth him in 
the Pſalmes. Their Oꝛgaines of bzafe doe not ſo much delight 
the eares , as the trumpets of his pzeachersdoeth. Their gol, 
den c8apes as they termed them, put bpon their Pꝛieſtes backes 
did not ſo much adozne the Church, as the booke of Gods wozd 
in their handes . We being foozth this pearle of the Goſpell 
moze p2ecious then all their Ueſtanentes, Chalices , Cenſoucs, 
Images, bzoken, rent, ſolde (the loſſes whereof they doe comes 
plaine ) and we put it againſt all their complaintes, And they 
which are wiſe will ceaſe to complaine 02 murmure any moze, 
and will ſay we haue made a happiecxchange, What ſhall J rec- 
ken bp here the moning-of all Nations, the deſire of all Nati- 
uenlyglozie , which all that woꝛde of the Lozde and his ſpirite 
e palt to the Jewes temple, euen ſo nowe haue bzonght 
vnto vs. This wozd bath rowſed vp the Nations which bcfozg 
was a lleepe , this voice of the Loꝛde hath called them bp euen 
from the dead (lcepe of blindne ile and bondage. Now that which 
Dauid ſayde- of Jfraell comming out of Egypt, the ſame may 
we lap of the people of Chꝛiſt, comming out of the ſpirituall E- 
gypt. When Jſraet!came out of Egypt and the houſe of Jacob 
from amongeſt the ſtraunge people: Juda was his ſanduarie 
and Iſraeil his Dominion: the ſea ſawe that and fledde, Joz- 
daine was dziuen backe.The mountaines ſkipped like Rammes, 
and the little billes like young ſh&pe . Do tracly even nowe 
in our dapes the Loꝛde being pzeſent in Juda his Sanquas 
tie, whichconfefſetb his name alone: and in Jſraell his do- 
minion, which wzaſt{eth with pꝛapers and ſupplications, and 
not with his owne ſtrength, and merites, The ſcacf all peo- 
ple and Nations almoſt daue fledde backt rum aur Pharao, 
the Pope: and Joadamns that moſt commotidus ryuer of (aps 
ling to Nome foꝛ par dona, and diſpenſutions , is dꝛiuen backe. 
And (hoſe ſame great umtames or utuges am 6— 
ipped 
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But to bet theſe ade cramples pate, they which complatne af the 
ſtrange ratncs,great floubs and wonderfull ouerflowans of waters x 
dowrungs of their paſtures, of this laſt veare. They doe not remember 
the ſhippe of Chiſt, whcrein he himſelfe was, how it was toſſed in the 
eas, how it was beaten with auen, hoo it was hotſed with þ whirle- 
winde,and almoſt downed. Inſomuch that the Apoſtles cried out, Dh 
maiſter doeſt thou not care foz va, we periſh, And pet in the midd of 
all theſe ſtozmes, this was the ſhip of Chaiſt, this was his Church, hero 
was he himſcife and his beloued, here his Apoſties and Diſciples were 
pzeſent: Therefoze let not us now in the Church of Chziſt,n his ſhip, 
where he is pꝛeſent onely by his grace, and not in perſon , as hee was 
there. Peruatle at the like flouds, the like ſto2ms, the like tempeſta, the 
like d2ownings,not of our grounds, but even of our ſeiues. But rather 
with theſe ſtoꝛmes let vs be ſtirred vp, with bis Apoſtles to call vpport 
hun. Theſe waues try our faith. Let vs not diſtruſt as they did, thinke 
that the Lond doth not care fo2 va, that he doth not regarde vs, that he 
doth not know our needes, pea our very ſ ed ſurrowes, x our harueſts: 
pea truely, the Lo2d careth foz va, and doth know that theſe things are 
neceſſaric foz a, at his god pleaſure will giue them vs. But he ſends 
theſe ſtraunge x ſtozmny + wnſeaſonable tunes amongſt vs, to ſhake off 
our d:zowſines,and out ſlerpineſſe. 

They which will not be awaked with calling x with wo2ds, we are 
wont to raiſe vp with ptnchings: with pꝛickinga, and with blowes. 0 
the Lozd dealeth with vs. Me which are deafe at the pzeaching of his 
wo: de, we which regard not that, we which wil not be awaked from 


the ſuunber of our ſms, by the boite of his pzeachers, he beates vs with 


theſe his ſharp whips of war + plague: he pincheth vs with hunger and 
famine: he euen thundeeth frb heauen vnto va, with theſe ſtrange tem- 
peſts x weather, that we ſhould awake, that we ſhould flie vnto hem by 
prayer, that we ſhouldturn vnto him by repentance, that wee ſhould 
tearne to truſt in him in all our perils. This is the end, this mark, 
ſtozms,as truely as we fiele 


this is the awd we ſhal learne by all 
them,ſo-J would to Cod we would riſe ſperdely frum our fozmer ſecu⸗ 
ritie 4 r truſt in him, Then as in 


lunggichneſſe, to pꝛavetꝝ, repentance, 
tumes paſt, cuen ſo now alſo: the L oꝛd Jeſus wil coomand theſe winds 
and tempeſts, that they ſhould be ſtill, ard they would fozthwith obey 
his woꝛd ard wwe ſhould haue a great came, d his Church ſhould en / 
top the bleſſing of 
As conteruing 


peace, 
marriage which many comptame is to common in 
theſe daprs, we lay of no man neceffarilp the lavs,oz rather the ſnare of 
birginitic,o2 the yoke ofmarriage : they which cannot ue chaff may 
marry; be they tuch, — BIÞ: they xder, be thry 
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ſeruats, be | it is better to marry in this \po2lb, then to 
burne in hell firefo2 euer. The Lo2d hath o:damcd marriage a remedie 
fo: all men, which cannot line chaſte, as well to ſeruants as maiſters, 
to poꝛe as rich, But the emimies of the Goſpel, the Papiſts, haue 02- 
damed the ſtewes as a remedie ſoꝛ paze men, fo? ſeruants, They may 
not marry, fo feare of filling the wozld full of beggers 4 onercharging 
them ſelues in relteuing of them. And fo while they reſpec their owne 
game, and this wozlbly reaſon, they ſend them headlong to the diucl. 
Fo? the harlots houſe is the gate of hell, as Salomon ſaith, and the 
ſtewes are the diuels ſcholchouſe : it ts better with Tobias being 
married to leade a pe life in this wozlde, then with Holoternes ha- 


ly they doe condemne and complaine of the marriage of maſters, 
when as the Apoſtie hath plaincly pzenounced , marriage is honou- 
rable amonoſt all men, aud the bed undefiled. ve that names aller 


the Goſpel, this wozd all, compzchendes them now alſo, there is no 
reſtraint limmted to them, he that can compzehends it, let him compze- 
hend it, ſaith our Sauiour Chziſt in the Goſpel to his Apoſtles, hee 
doth not ſap, my will is that you ſhould voive it . The Goſpel 
barre no man from that werte comfozt and neceſſarie helpe of 

riage no moꝛe then the law. Let euery man haue his wile, ſaith 
Apoſtle, fo2 the auoiding of fo2ntcation, euen to thoſe miniſters cf 
Church of Coꝛinth, which wꝛote to him of the ſame matter, he doth 
not exclude thoſe which moued this queſtion unto him, hee T2avſmg 
virgiritie dare not lap the ſa me as a ſnare of any, by commanding it, 
but by commending it as a p2tmcipall vertue hee perſwades it to all 
men. And is not there vowe a plaine ſnare? into the which a man 
map willingly goe in, but he cannot willingly get out agame. There⸗ 
foze the Apoſtle wiſheth all men to be like vnto him ſelfe , that is vn⸗ 
married, but he counnandeth it to no man, not to mmiſters and pa- 


it; and doe we thinke the Biſhoppe of Reme map doe it: no truely. 
They which thume be map doe it, ſe how greatly they are deceturd. 
And with this reſtraumte of vowing, ſer into what a hozrible pitte of 
Guie and wickewaeſle her hath caſt headloug all his Clergie.Crafmus 
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but Chaiſtian pꝛotuſion: Such as is — cuery mans vocation 
and calling, that they may haue whereof to 
after the departure of their fathers, Should not they 
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lormes ſoeuer they be, And ſhall our miniſters chien be wonſe pzonides 
loꝛ, then were the childzen of thoſe Jewiſh paeftes? Sting then their ſuc 
ceMNon is taken away, which was a ſure ſtay of ung fo them, J do not 
ſee but that our purchaſes are lawful. God gaue one a lat in that 
land of Chanaan, and I doe not ſæ, why our nuniſters thould be 
without their lot alſo in our Chanaan. 

But they (ap we condenme our fo:efathers, if our religion be true, hen 
all our fathers be damned ſap they. No, we cordenme not our fathers, 
but we condenmne all vribelicuers, which now wil not belicue the wozd of 
God. Our fozefathers, if they kned now in this great light, they would 
ſurely haue condemned the great blindneſſe of many of their childzen, they 
would haue condemned their obſtinacies, in the refuſing this great god- 
neſſe of the Lozd ſo mertifully offtred them, they would haue condemned 
the hardneſſe of their harts in nat being meued to turne to the Lozdfrom 
their foumer ſuperſtition andignozance, in ſuch great knowledge, in ſuch 
great light, in ſo manp of the Ls worders ſhewed amongſt vs. As our 
Sauior Chailt taught the Jewes, they ſhauld haue had no ſanne, if he had 
not ſpoken vnto them: ſo we teach of our fozefathers, that their fins was 
not ſo gricuous, becauſe they hard not the ond of the L ad. But now our 
imme is in the higheſt degree of compariſon,if wee obey it not being fo 
plaizelp taught vs, that which . Paule copfeffeth of hunſciſe. J being a 
pertccutoꝛ a blaſphaner of the name of Jeſus, pea the chiefe of all ſnmers, 
pet haue obtawey mertie, becauſe I did it ignozantly: ſo we nige of our 
ſozefathers, that without all doubt they haue obtamed mercy. And that 
which Azaria the Ls Pzophet,being ſent to Aza, taught hum and al 


2.Chroo- Wal in the like caſe of their lozefathers departed, This lame we dos 
Mark,12, tyach and affirme of our fozefathers. Iſrael hath beene a great while 


Ver. 19.20. 


(gutt be) without the true God, without ary pucft peaching vnto bun, 
without the law: @urcty in the like caſe was our foefathers, in the ſame 
ſtate was the Church of Cod in thoſe dapes: they knew not God, there 
wos no pꝛieſt to pʒeach vnto them the wo;d of God. But what then were 
they all damned that dyed in thoſe dayes? no, God fozbid ( ſaith the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet:) but whoſbeuer in their affiction turned vnto the k God, and 
ſought han, was found of him: ſo truely our fozefathers, although in their 
life they truſted in their wo:kcs,and called ypon Saintes, yet when they 
came to dye once they fo:gat all theſe, arm were wont to call vpon the 
Lon, and to ſeke after hum alone, ard to haue hun in their mouthes. And 
we doe not doubt (but accozding to his p2ointſe) thep formd hun: but wee 
tubge.and plaincly affirme, the cafe aud cauſe of thoſe blinde guides, of 
thoſe couetous pueſtes which ſolde their merits, and their maſles to bee 


karre harder in the day of ud gement. Ard that they taz their wilful blind 
A0 


nelle and great couetoumeſſe thall hardly in mercie. 
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No in truth. i¶ they marke well they ſhall me that arr religion, dath 
not cordeinne our to:cfathers,but that if euer any of them were ſauev,we 
ſhew how they were ſaued, fo2 we pzeach Jeſizs Chit ſuch a one as he W Mar. 12, 
in ded, a moſt merciful Dautour, who will not quench ima flat, n ver. 19. 20. 


to all that euer he curcd oꝛ ſaued: who ſaide not at any tune, doe this and 
thou ſhalt be fared, but thy faith hath made thee whole , verte 
ſane naughtie ſeruant in the Goſpel, who haning but one talent, bid the 
ſame: cuen ſo did they that ſame (mal knowledge they had of Jeſus Charft, 
Pea, moze then this,belying hum, ſaying be was a hard man, a cruetre- 
quirer,and erader of his debts, euen to the vttermaſt farthing, either 

hell, o2 in their purgato2te: that he was a ſeuere, not a mercifull 
that he was not affable a2 eafie to be ſpoken to: that he had his Pozters, 


The 
god 


Fccle, 11. 
ver. 3. 
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moſt 
we muſt 
whether 
people, wall recetue 
thinges which he hath done andnot 
thinges which other hath dane fo2 him, 02 
be hath left by his will to be done foz him after his | 
maines acco2ding doctrine, there is 
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be thankefull to God las the ſame 


fozſake that Rownſh Babylon, with her Antichuſt, and all — 


They haue not one title ,no2 tot fo2 teſtunom of thy truth in the wo of 


God. But as pou ſee, all their doctrine is flatly condemned in the ſame. Let 
bs venture our liues foz Jeſus Chyilt x his Golpel,not foz the pope and his 


. theſpirit, aud the Bone (aide : Come Lo2d Jeſus. Anm let him 


2 


X * D 


ther. Wilt thou be Peter, thou ſhalt haue Sathan to ſift ther. N 
And to be ſhoꝛt, as many as will liue godly in Chat Jeſus , ſhall 
ſuffer perſecution, Let vs now waite foz the comming of the bzidegrome. 
Che Cockes haue crowne a great while, the day dawneth, great know- 
ledge and light is in the wozld: ſurety the Stume is nat ſarre off, I mean 


[Jeſus Chzilt, he is enennow in a riſing. Let our loines be girded vp, nat 


flanmting with our vaine garments, and our tozches offaith ard gun 
wozkes in our handes: and let vs be as ſeruants euery day and 
waiting when our maiſter will come from the marriage: bath 
miſed he will come quickly, And rely he will kepe his 


reth ſay Come, and let him that is a thirſt come, And let whoſoener 
take of the water of life freely: Enen ſo come Lone Jeſus as thou 
p2omiſed, and make vs allreadie againft thy coming, and make vs 
and long fo; the water of life, which is thy holy woe, that we bee not 

Fruitieſſear® deade at thy coming. To the, the Father, and the 
Ghaf, be all p:aiſe, power, and Gtuation, fo; euermoze. Amen, 


